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1 Purpose of Report

1.1 To Update Members on Environmental Landscape Improvement projects achieved 
in 2016 across the Township.

1.2  To update Members on improvements to our grounds and streets maintenance 
programmes and methods of work.  

1.3 To Update Members on potential further improvements 2017 and seek feedback 
and ideas from Members

2 Recommendations

2.1    Members are asked to note the scope of works carried out in 2016 (See 
Appendix 3 for photo record) 

2.2    Members are asked to contact Environmental Management (EM) Services via 
Ian Trickett with any requests they have for schemes in 2017 and to consider and feed 
back to Ian Trickett on the EM scheme draft proposals for 2017 (Appendix 2)

2.3    Members are asked to consider if any Township funding would be available to 
add to EM Services planned spend in Middleton Township in 2017

Reason for recommendation

2.4 To keep Members informed on impact of schemes / maintenance improvements 
carried out in 2016 

2.5 To give Members an opportunity to propose ideas for 2017 and comment on EM 
funded proposed schemes within the Township (see appendix 2)

3 Background

3.1 In 2016 EM Services took a radical new approach to landscaping and maintenance 
methods, the main aspects of which were:



Concentration of resources in Town Centres and main gateways for maximum effect

Maintenance:
- Deep cleaning of Town Centre, including major graffiti removal on all sites, 

not just EM land structures.  This included Utilities boxes, buildings in 
private ownership etc

- Rapid response to remove Fly tipping, regardless of who owns the land

Landscape Schemes:
- Upgrading the quality of existing landscaping schemes such as the 

upgrading the shrub bed at Long Street roundabout and replacing ugly litter 
trap shrub beds at Assheton Way roundabout with flower beds

- Natural landscaping schemes such as mini annual flower display Bowlee 
verge and Stanycliffe Lane

- Innovative flower schemes such as the trial 90m arc of annual flowers at 
the bus station roundabout

- Gateways schemes such as the new flower bed and archer / target 
installation at the Archer roundabout gateway from the M60

3.2 Analysis of individual landscaping schemes (see Appendix 3 for photo record):
- Archer roundabout: partial success.  The new spring flowering bed was not 

maintained properly and was too often weed infested.  Staff capacity 
issues are being addressed for 2017.  Archer silhouette installed later than 
hoped.  Ongoing issues with condition shrub beds / tree stock.

- Bus station roundabout: partial success.  Seeding was late, so flower 
display was late.  When not in flower looks poor.  New or amended scheme 
required for 2017 and if annual flower seed part of scheme it needs to be 
sown earlier 

- Assheton Way roundabout: partial success.  Four ugly shrub beds have 
been removed and new tree stock planted.  However, funding only 
available for two new flower beds and they were not maintained properly 
and too often weed infested.  Staff capacity issues are being addressed for 
2017 and remaining two beds to be replanted with more attractive shrubs. 

- Oldham Road roundabout; partial success: Ugly shrub beds removed and 
new flowering shrubs planted but they will only flower 2017.  Remaining 
shrub beds / rockery still require attention, so only partially complete

- Annual flower scheme: a great success.  Lots of positive public feedback.  
About schemes at Bowlee and Stannycliffe Lane and belatedly at Bus 
station roundabout when they came into flower. However, seeded far too 
late.  Repeat schemes 2017 at Stancliffe and Bowlee but sow earlier.

- Townships In Bloom sign at all high profile landscaping schemes not 
installed because of lateness of annual flower schemes and maintenance 
issues other schemes.  Put into storage and will be installed 2017 when 
maintenance issues sorted and schemes brought to completion to 
standards expected by Members

3.3: 2017 and onwards: Members are invited to contact Ian Trickett with suggestions 
for further improvements.  Members are invited to comment on draft proposals from 
EM Services in Appendix 2, via Ian Trickett.  Members are invited to consider if any 
Township funding from this and / or next financial year can be provided to assist EM 
Services in delivering a programme of further improvements in 2017

Alternatives considered

3.4 No additional resources for 2017 and keep at the standard currently achieved.  



Members are not satisfied with current standards.  This would mean Middleton slipping 
behind other Townships in terms of quality of parks and streets flower display / 
environmental / landscape quality. 

4 Financial Implications

4.1 Maintenance costs are being met by EM Services.  Township funding and 
external grant funding is being sought to add to EM funding for creation of new 
schemes in 2017 and minor works to ensure 2016 schemes continue to shine.

4.2 EM Services funded projects in 2016 from Service budgets but capacity to do 
that in 2017 / 18 may be reduced due to ongoing budget savings 
requirements.  The scope of the projects program may have to be scaled down 
unless additional funding streams are obtained.

5  Legal Implications

5.1 There are no known legal implications arising from this report

5.2 The Head of Legal, Governance & Workforce be authorised to advise the Head 
of Environmental Management in respect of any land title issues arising out of 
the schemes proposed by this report

6 Personnel Implications

6.1 There are no known personnel implications arising from this report

7 Corporate Priorities

7.1 “Place” priority in the Vision and Blueprint for Rochdale Council

8. Risk Assessment Implications 

8.1 Loss of reputation if progress is not continued

8.2 Volume of new schemes outstrips ability of staff to maintain them to a high 
standard.  Issue already identified and being dealt with

9. Equalities Impacts

9.1 Workforce Equality Impacts Assessment

There are no known (significant) workforce equality issues arising from this report.

9.2 Equality/Community Impact Assessments

There are no known (significant) equality/community issues arising from this report.

There are no background papers


